


È Vocational Rehabilitation  

È Youth Low Vision  

È BSBP Training Center 

È Business Enterprise Program 

È Independent Living  

È Library Services for the Blind  



È THE INDIVIDUALõS VISUAL ACUITY WITH 
BEST CORRECTION MUST BE 20/200 OR 
WORSE IN THE BETTER EYE OR HIS/HER 
VISUAL FIELDS MUST SUBTEND AN 
ANGLE OF LESS THAN 20 DEGREES IN 
EACH EYE. 

                                            or 

È THE INDIVIDUAL MUST HAVE A VISUAL 
ACUITY WITH BEST CORRECTION 20/100 
OR WORSE IN THE BETTER EYE WITH A 
PROGNOSIS OF RAPID DETERIORATION 



È The purpose of the Vocational Rehabilitation 
program is to assist eligible consumers to become 
employed in a career that best suits their current or 
potential skills and abilities.  
 

È BSBP services and training are provided at no cost 
to the consumer, as this program is both State and 
Federally funded.  
 

È Services may include low vision equipment, 
vocational training, technical school training, a 
college education, job development and 
placement, etc. 



È Youth Low Vision Program: birth ð 26 years of 
age 

 

È  Transition Program: 14 years of age ð high 
school graduation/completion  

 

È Summer Programming  

 

 

 



È The purpose of the Bureau of Services for Blind Personõs 
Youth Low Vision Program is to allow students to obtain 
low -vision eye exam and head-borne low -vision devices 
which will allow the student to participate as fully as 
possible in an educational setting. Hand-held low -vision 
devices and video magnifiers are not covered by the Youth 
Low Vision Program . 

 
È The program is open to Youth from birth to 26 years of age 

with an acuity of 20/70 or less in the better eye with best 
correction, or with a restricted field of 20 degrees or less. 

 
È Referrals to this program must be received from the Teacher 

Consultant for the Visually Impaired.  
 



È BSBP is able to open a vocational rehabilitation 
(VR) case at the age of 14, to assist with the 
successful transition from high school to 
postsecondary education or employment, 
based on the studentõs goals. 

  

È Transition services are in conjunction with the 
services provided through the school and the 
IEP team and often times highlighted during 
the summer months. 



È òCamp Transition Zone ð Itõs All a Matter of 
Perspectiveó in Northern Michigan. August 18 ð 23, 
2015 at Camp Daggett.  

È Youth from all over the state  ages 14-21, will be 
learning new vocational skills with the help of BSBP 
trained staff, Camp Daggett counselors, and 
volunteers.  This camp is offered at no charge and is 
open to youth that currently receive or are eligible to 
receive services from the Bureau of Services for Blind 
Persons.  

È To print off registration forms directly, please visit 
http://cmski.org/transitionzone.html. Eligible youth 
can also contact their BSBP counselor to refer them to 
the camp program or Julie Clark at (989) 732-5814.  

  



È Are You Ready!?  to be held in Kalamazoo July 19 ð 24, 
2015. This program is designed for High School students 14-
21 years of age. 

  
È Are You Ready!? has been established as a first step to 

prepare students for living independently, establishing 
career goals, and enhancing the skills and abilities of our 
students. Students will reside at the BSBP training center 
and complete classes/activities on the campus of Western 
Michigan University and within the local community.   
 

È Eligible youth can contact their BSBP counselor to refer 
them to the program or Danielle Smith at (616) 356-0184.  

  



È College Prep Program,  to be held on the campus of Western 
Michigan University, Summer II semester July 5 ð August 21, 
2015. This program is designed for High School students 
completing their Junior or Senior year.  

 
È The  College Prep program is a summer program designed to 

provide students who are blind or visually impaired with an 
opportunity for a college experience prior to becoming full -time 
students.  Students will live on the campus of Western Michigan 
University for the Summer II semester and take one college class 
for college credit. Students will also participate in a host of classes 
and workshops designed by BSBP and WMU, in addition to 
having a work experience available to them.   

 
È Eligible youth can contact their BSBP counselor to refer them to 

the program or Danielle Smith at (616) 356-0184.  
 
 



È Summer in the City - Grand Rapids June 16-26, 
2015 

 

È Students participate in a series of independent 
living and employment readiness activities.  
Students job shadow, complete an òamazing raceó 
around Grand Rapids using public transit  and 
participate in a job shadow experience.    

 

È Eligible youth can contact their BSBP counselor to 
refer them to Summer in the City or Shannon 
McVoy (269) 337-3449. 

 

 



È BSBP Training Center is a residential facility providing 
essential training to legally blind individuals age 15 & up.   

 
È Center staff evaluate individual potential, assist in personal 

adjustment to blindness and develops basic skills for 
independent living and employment.  

 
È Skills Training includes: Orientation and Mobility, 

Communications, Personal Adjustment: Managing and 
Administering Medications, Monitoring Blood Sugar Levels, 
Assistive Devices for the Hearing Impaired, Writing Guides, 
Talking Watches and Clocks, Braille, Computers and 
Keyboarding, Adaptive Kitchen Skills, Industrial Arts, etc.  
 



È BSBPTC has designated the month of July to 
Transition students during which time students 
are able to complete training in the following 
areas: 
ÁCollege Assessments 

ÁBusiness Enterprise Assessments 

ÁPersonal Adjustment/Skills of Blindness Training  

 

È Interested youth can contact their BSBP 
counselor to begin the referral process.  Tour 
are also available on a daily basis. 


